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Chairman Durbin, Ranking Member Graham and members of the Subcommittee:  We are 

honored to submit this statement for the record on behalf of the National Coalition for Immigrant 

Women’s Rights (NCIWR) regarding today’s hearing on racial profiling and the End Racial 

Profiling Act (ERPA). NCIWR was the first national collaboration to specifically focus on 

gender issues in today’s public discourse on immigration. We are comprised of grassroots and 

national advocacy organizations working together for comprehensive immigration reform, fair 

and non-discriminatory implementation of our immigration and enforcement policies, and 

reproductive and economic justice for immigrant women in the United States. We represent more 

than 50 organizations and millions of constituents. The National Asian Pacific American 

Women’s Forum (NAPAWF) and the National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health 

(NLIRH) comprise NCIWR’s Steering Committee. As organizations representing immigrant 
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women of color, we write today out of deep concern over the harmful impact of racial profiling 

on immigrant women and their families.  

 

First, we offer our sincerest appreciation for holding this important hearing on racial profiling 

and ERPA. We believe in equality for all and that subjecting certain groups of people to ill 

treatment simply because of their race, national origin, or religion is a brazen violation of the 

principles this country was founded upon.  NCIWR is concerned about the many federal and 

state policies which promote discriminatory law enforcement practices such as racial profiling. 

Immigrant women and their families are especially vulnerable under these policies. Considering 

a person’s racial, ethnic, or religious appearance in determining whether she should be 

investigated, arrested or detained is insulting and only serves to drive wedges between the many 

communities that contribute to the diversity of the United States.  

 

Furthermore, racial profiling is ineffective and even counterproductive in achieving law 

enforcement goals, as well as detrimental to our communities—it serves only to waste public 

resources and violate civil and human rights. These policies and practices cause families to live 

in fear, constantly bracing themselves for when a loved one might be torn away. They also 

encroach on our freedom, as many individuals are terrified to engage in simple activities that so 

many Americans take for granted, like sending their children to school or freely leaving their 

homes. Moreover, it prevents many people from reporting crimes and moves often limited 

resources away from targeted, behavior-based investigations.   
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The Effects of Racial Profiling on Our Communities 

 

Racial profiling has disproportionately affected Asian American and Latino communities, who in 

recent years have been the targets of anti-immigrant rhetoric, mischaracterizations and false 

accusations. Since September 11, 2001, Asian American community members have faced 

increased stereotyping and scrutiny from fellow Americans, as well as law enforcement. A study 

by the New York City Profiling Collaborative found that 73% of South Asians were questioned 

about their national origin in interactions with law enforcement, and 66% were questioned about 

their religious affiliation.
1
  

 

Racial profiling is equally damaging for Latino families, many of whom have been living silently 

in the shadows for years. So-called immigration enforcement programs, such as 287(g) and 

Secure Communities (S-Comm), and the insulting and misleading rhetoric that accompanies 

them, disproportionately affects Latinos, including tens of thousands of U.S. citizens. From 

2004-2009, the FBI documented a nearly 40 percent increase in hate crimes against Latinos, 

which the Southern Poverty Law Center attributed almost entirely to anti-immigrant rhetoric.
2
 

Similarly, 93% of individuals arrested under S-Comm have been Latinos, despite the fact that 

they comprise 77% of the undocumented population.
3
 The aforementioned studies confirm what 

                                                             
1 South Asian Americans Leading Together, “Narratives of South Asian New Yorkers Affected by Racial and 

Religious Profiling.”  

http://www.saalt.org/filestore/Reports/In%20Our%20Own%20Words%20Web%20FINAL.pdf 
2
 National Council of La Raza Letter to the President. 

http://www.nclr.org/images/uploads/pages/ObamaImmLatinoOrgs.pdf 
3
 Kohli, Aarti, et al (The Chief Justice Earl Warren Institute of Law and Social Policy, University of California, 

Berkeley Law School). Secure Communities by the Numbers: An Analysis of Demographics and Due Process 

(2011) http://www.law.berkeley.edu/files/Secure_Communities_by_the_Numbers.pdf. 

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/files/Secure_Communities_by_the_Numbers.pdf
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our communities already know from their daily lives—that they are viewed as “suspects” and 

“enemies” simply because of their race, ethnicity, or religion.  

 

The Effects of Racial Profiling on Immigrant Women 

 

While racial profiling affects all members of our communities, women are forced to bear the 

burden in many ways. According to Census data, there are 17.5 million immigrant women in the 

United States. Women most often fulfill the role of caregiver in a family, taking responsibility 

for the health, wellbeing, and comfort of children. Racial profiling may lead a woman to be 

arrested and detained, leaving her children without care and support. When a woman’s partner is 

taken away as a result of racial profiling, the loss of financial and emotional support may cause 

her to struggle to provide for herself and her children.  

 

The pervasiveness of these real occurrences of racial profiling also causes fear in our 

communities, which prevents immigrant women, children, and families from living safe, healthy, 

and dignified lives. Although a woman’s children may be U.S. citizens who are eligible for 

government services and benefits, fear of racial profiling may discourage her from accessing 

these programs for her children, to the detriment of their health and wellbeing. But health is not 

the only societal cost of racial profiling—immigrant women often pay with their personal safety, 

as well. An immigrant woman who experiences domestic violence is less likely to report the 

crime to law enforcement, out of fear that she and/or her partner will be racially profiled and 

have to endure the hardship of family separation. Racial profiling creates this unconscionable 
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situation where, forced to choose between two painful options, women continue to endure 

physical violence at the hands of their abusers.  

 

Conclusion 

 

We believe equality for immigrant women is an important part of living up to the principles of 

liberty and equality that this country hopes to model, and that it can only be attained when 

immigrant women live free from discrimination, oppression, and violence in all their forms.  

Racial profiling—whether used under the guise of local policing, immigration enforcement, 

homeland security, or any other goal—is an inappropriate and ineffective use of government 

resources. This practice undermines liberty and equality and serves only to harm our families and 

our communities. Unfortunately, the use of racial profiling is rampant and a problem of this 

scope and magnitude demands legislative action.  

 

The National Coalition on Immigrant Women’s Rights is grateful for the opportunity to present 

our position on the unjust, ineffective, and counterproductive practice of racial profiling. We 

urge the Committee to move swiftly and take concrete actions to prohibit racial profiling at the 

federal, state and local level. Specifically:  

 

 Congress should pass the End Racial Profiling Act (S.1670) and institute a federal ban on 

profiling based on race, religion, ethnicity, and national origin at the federal, state, and 

local levels.  
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 The Subcommittee should urge the Department of Justice to amend its 2003 Guidance 

Regarding the Use of Race by Federal Law Enforcement Agencies to apply to profiling 

based on religion and national origin, remove national and border security loopholes, 

cover law enforcement surveillance activities, apply to state and local law enforcement 

agencies acting in partnership with federal agencies or receiving federal funds, and make 

the guidance enforceable. 

Thank you again for this opportunity to express our concerns related to racial profiling.  


