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National Coalition for Immigrant Women’s Rights Calls on Arizona Legislators to 

Vote Against Anti-Family Bills 
 SB1308 and SB1309 would deny citizenship to infants 

New York---- The National Coalition for Immigrant Women’s Rights calls on Arizona 
legislators to silence the campaign of intimidation and stigma aimed at immigrant women 
and their families by voting against efforts to change citizenship definitions.   
 
Today, the Arizona Senate Judiciary Committee will consider two anti-family bills: 
SB1309 and SB1308 both introduced by state Senator Gould (R-3).  These laws would 
deny citizenship to children of undocumented parents, require health department officials 
to create a second class of birth records for children whose parents have not produced 
adequate proof of citizenship, and create an unenforceable “pact” among states who are 
defying legal precedent with these anti-immigrant laws. 
 
“Arizona lawmakers are proposing to deny infants their human and constitutional rights 
as part of a political campaign aimed at luring the courts into re-examining the meaning 
of citizenship.   Further, they are attempting to export this campaign of hate and stigma 
to other states at the expense of women”, said Silvia Henriquez, executive director of the 
National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health.    
 
Proponents of these bills have said that they hope to spark a legal challenge to the 14th 
Amendment. 
 
“This proposed legislation is an extreme political attack on immigrant women and their 
children and a direct hit against vulnerable working families who support the U.S. 
economy," said Maria Robalino of Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU). “This political ploy is a dangerous distraction from the critical need to 
enact real comprehensive immigration reform.” 
 
Just last week, the federal court upheld the ruling that found an armed vigilante Arizona 
rancher guilty assaulting and terrorizing a group of immigrants. This case included 
battery against a woman who was kicked while lying down. This was the same vigilante 
rancher involved in a previous case where he made death threats to children at 
gunpoint, while yelling racial slurs.  
 
“The climate created by this type of legislation and other anti-immigrant hate rhetoric 
creates a fearful environment for the most vulnerable families, and serves to stifle 
productive debate about immigration law and policy”, added Miriam Yeung, of the 
National Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum (NAPAWF). “It is not enough for the 
Courts to regulate these injustices, we need men and women from all communities to 
stand in solidarity against hate.” 



 
The National Coalition for Immigrant Women’s Rights steering committee is comprised 
of three leading national organizations, the National Asian Pacific American Women's 
Forum (NAPAWF), Service Employees International Union (SEIU), and the National 
Latina Institute for Reproductive Health (NLIRH). Together, we call on policy makers to 
create family-friendly immigration policies, health care reforms, and labor protections on 
behalf of immigrant women as part of Comprehensive Immigration Reform. 

###  
 
To learn more about the coalition and about immigrant women, please visit 
http://nciwr.wordpress.com/ 

 


