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The National Coalition for Immigrant Women's Rights  
Year in Review 

2009  
 
The National Coalition for Immigrant Women's Rights (NCIWR) is a coalition of more than 40 
local, state and national organizations working to defend and advance the rights of immigrant 
women and their families as they face the economic, social and justice challenges in today's 
workplace and political climate.  Though NCIWR is a relatively new coalition, we’ve had a 
packed year of successes and positive movement in our 2009 priority areas.  
 
First off, we are happy to announce that Service Employees International Union, (SEIU), has 
joined our Steering committee.  SEIU will be represented by Maria Robalino, Assistant to the 
Director of Immigration.  Maria brings to the table her commitment and more than eight years of 
experience in the legislative advocacy and field mobilization work for social and economic 
justice issues and immigrant rights. SEIU aims to achieve respect, better jobs to support 
workers’ families and to give worker’s children a better future.  SEIU, the fastest-growing union 
in North America, is an organization of more than 2.2 million members who are more than half 
women and who work in Healthcare, Property and Public Services sectors. SEIU members are 
united by the belief in the dignity and worth of workers and the services they provide. SEIU is 
dedicated to improving the lives of workers and their families and creating a more just and 
humane society.  
 
Also in 2009, NCIWR members and allies:  
 
REMOVED THE HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS (HPV) VACCINE MANDATE 

 NCIWR worked together with national, state and local partners in the reproductive 
justice, women’s health, immigrant rights, medical and public health movements to 
pressure the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to remove the mandatory vaccination 
requirement for immigrant women and girls to receive the HPV vaccine. After 17 months 
on the books, the CDC officially removed the mandate on December 14, and the 
reproductive justice movement scored an important victory while showcasing the power 
of cross-movement building strategies.  

SUPPORTED FAMILY-CENTERED IMMIGRATION POLICIES 

 In February, the president signed the Children's Health Insurance Program 
Reauthorization Act (CHIPRA) of 2009. NCIWR supported this bill’s restoration of 
legal immigrant children and pregnant women's access Medicaid and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program.  

 In February, Representative Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) and Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) in 
the House and Senate respectively, introduced the Uniting American Families Act of 
2009 (UAFA) that would amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to allow 
permanent partners of U.S citizens and lawful permanent residents to obtain permanent 
resident status. For lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) U.S. citizens, the 
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passage of this bill would mean that they would be granted the same citizenship rights 
as other Americans, allowing their families to stay together in the U.S. NCIWR will 
continue to advocate for the inclusion of UAFA in immigration reform.  

 In April, in collaboration with Human Rights Watch, Women’s Refugee Commission, 
the Southwest Institute for Research on Women, and the ACLU, NCIWR held a 
roundtable discussion among immigrant rights and women’s health advocates to create 
awareness of the poor health conditions afforded to women in detention centers.  The 
discussion led to the formation of an informal working group that led to three meetings 
with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officials and the submission of a set 
of provisional women’s health standards in detention centers. In November, ICE agreed 
to incorporate these standards in the revised Performance-Based national Detention 
Standards.   

 In May, New America Media (NAM) released a new report entitled "Women 
Immigrants: Stewards of the 21st Century," highlighting immigrant women and mothers 
as dominant representations of the changing face of immigration. The NAM report 
indicated that immigrant women make up half or more of all newly arriving migrants in 
the United States but continue to face language barriers, anti-immigrant discrimination, 
and onerous barriers to accessing health care and the workforce. The report also pointed 
out that one-third of immigrant women become heads of their households once they 
arrive in the U.S. and play a critical role in keeping their families intact. The National 
Latina Institute for Reproductive Health’s Executive Director, Silvia Henriquez 
participated in a panel discussion during the release of the new NAM poll and report at 
the National Press Club.  Silvia was also a guest on the Brian Lehrer radio show on 
WNYC 93.9 FM to discuss this report. 

 In June, NCIWR, in collaboration with the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus and the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus, co-sponsored a Capitol Hill briefing with the Women’s Refugee Commission, 
ACLU, Human Rights Watch, Southwest Institute for Research on Women, and Legal 
Momentum. The briefing, entitled “The Impact of Immigration Enforcement on Women 
and Families,” featured remarks from Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA), 
Congressman Mike Honda (D-CA), and Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey (D-CA) before 
a full briefing room in the Capitol Building. The panel of speakers included a former 
detainee, a former detention center health care worker and Dr. Dora Schriro, then Special 
Advisor to DHS Secretary Napolitano, who joined the panel and addressed the audience. 

 In September, 20 organizations representing national, state and local organizations from 
around the country gathered at the White House with members of the Administration to 
discuss the impact of immigration policy on immigrant women and their families. The 
meeting was convened by the National Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum 
(NAPAWF) and the National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health (NLIRH) as co-
chairs of NCIWR. Advocates travelled from as far as Albuquerque, New Mexico and 
Chicago, Illinois to attend the in-person meeting with Tina Tchen, Executive Director of 
the White House Council on Women and Girls, Dr. Kavita Patel, Policy Director of the 
White House Office of Public Engagement, and other advisors from the Office of Public 
Engagement and the Department of Homeland Security. Participants spoke on a range of 
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immigration issues including legalization, family immigration, integration and 
enforcement through a gender lens. 

 In the summer and fall, NCIWR facilitated e-alerts and other calls-to-action to urge our 
friends and allies to urge Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) to remember that immigrants also need health care reform. 
Though this fight is far from over, we were successful in ensuring that the House 
legislation allowed undocumented immigrants to purchase a plan from the exchange 
with their own funds.   

In addition, NCIWR has had some other successes that contribute to our ability to 
advance our mission, including:  

 NCIWR launched a re-designed website, where all coalition materials, statements and 
letters are now housed.  Visit us! www.nciwr.wordpress.com  

 NCIWR worked with the producers of the Emmy-winning film, Made in L.A. and 
distributed screening kits to member organizations. NCIWR members have hosted eight 
community screenings that fostered education and dialogue around issues that 
immigrant women face when advocating for basic labor protections. 

 


